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HERE’S A SIGN_, 
THAT REALLY % 
OPENS DOORS. 




WILCOMI 

Its a sign that says 
both non-smokers 
and smokers are 
welcome. And that 
you respect your 
customers’ prefer¬ 
ences as well as 
appreciate their 
business. If you 
want to send that 
message, display 
the accommodation 
symbol. To become 
a participant in The 
Accommodation 
Program or for more 
information, call 

1-800-929-1414, 
ext. 5044. 

The Accommodation 
Symbol; It's A 
Welcome Sign. 
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capitol 

^measures 



| What’s happening at the state capitol... 


9(ilt on smoking 
regulations 
would allow 
business owners 
to moot ttioir 
customers' 
demands. 


Smoking 

n »7S by 1 suits, r tlrti—m mtt » 1A37 by AiwMatof. O-Wctwis 

A coalition of business interests led byTRA and the Texas Association of Business and 
Chambers of Commerce support legislation to establish consistent statewide standards relat¬ 
ing to smoking in restaurants and in the workplace. Seventeen other states have already enact¬ 
ed uniform smoking standards and this bill seeks to do the same in Texas, giving the 
hospitality industry and other business owners the opportunity to meet customer demand 
and provide a level-playing field from one community to the next. It will seek to standard!?* 
Texas policy and allow business owners and employers tn operate with the knowledge that 
laws will he applied uniformly and equitably. Under the legislation, rcstaurani owners would 
have the option of designating smoking areas for their customers or applying a no-smoking 
policy throughout, depending on their clientele and personal preference and without requir¬ 
ing significant structural or ventilation changes. Both bills have been referred to the State 
Affairs Comm it tees in their respective chambers. 


Alcohol llcon«ln& 

NO Ml* by twty— Hh , O-Ho — tew m4 U 1«H hy Cain, MMha 

This bill establishes a new food-and-beverage permit that would provide greater specificity 
in the regulation of the sale or service of alcohoL Currently, mixed beverage and private dub 
permits ate used by both bars and restaurants to sell or serve liquor, despite the fact that 
liquor is the primary product in a bar setting and an ancillary product in a restaurant. This is 
reflected in the hill in that in order to quality for the new restaurant permit, sales of alcohol 
may not exceed 75 percent of the gross sal« nf the premises. 

By creating two separate permits, the Texas Legislature and Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com¬ 
mission would be able to more clearly defuse the regulations that relate to either bars or 
restaurants and would even be able to simplify actions relating to zoning within local commu¬ 
nities. 

The House bill was scheduled for a hearing before the Licensing and Adminisf rative 
Procedures Committee on March 22. The Senate hill has been referred to the State Affairs 
Committee. 


Regulating the 
music licensing 
collection 
methods of BMl 
and ASCAP- 


Music H con sing 

MB IMP by ESM > g , 0 W v i K oa !■* »« Sy LppW, OS.0-— 

TRA supports two bills relating to music licensing collection methods nf BMl and ASCAP. 
Hearings on the bills will be held in early April. Restaurants, retail shops, professional offices 
and other public places are required by law lo pay copyright fees fnr playing music. Music 
licensing organizations act as intermediaries between the artists and their works and those 
establishments broadcasting public perform antes of the artists' work. Background music, 
music in television broadcasts, karaoke, elevator background music arid even music played on 
the telephone while callers hold fall under the application of this federal act. 

Licensing agents would be required to announce their presence when contacting a busi¬ 
ness, explain their organizations rate schedules and give comparable rates charged to similar 
businesses provide a listing of the works covered by the license and explain that there are 
exceptions to the law which would not require the purchase of a license. A written contract 
would be required and threatening or coercive statements would not be allowed in contract 
negotiations. 

The House bill has been referred to the Business and Industry Committee and the Vnate 
bill has been referred to the Economic Development Committee. 
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hMxl. 4 rt» 

J \er, l'J like c» participate in The Actum (msiiit inn Pt< -gram and display (he iiavimiiduiKti 
symbol. ITeiutifnJnii - 1RFE infurimrinn itvl program materials. 

£ -J Ws, by cheeking the K>x and tinning lx-l.w, 1 <mi)i<irize dir use my establishment's 
name in pr.mvin.mjl marmah and advertising. identifying H as a participant., if 
^■V TIk ALcmiiiiiodariiiii Program. 


-1 At chi* time. 1 am inli'iriteJ in learning more :i!t*n The Arc'imnvxiirinr Program anJ whjt tt 
hi** lotffcr my busincu. P Irate H'nJ me more information. 


Vtiiir Name iplease pewit dearly | 


iChe.'k all that tppk) 

J R.r.r.i.irani J Fine I lisitijt J Midr.'ofc J Qxicl. SfTUii 

-J Hi ‘til -llWlin>TeHtei -) ftofTavem J fshryyung Midi -J Snvlin^Aimj J Cjmiso : J Airy,m J Aw.iilin 

J OiIk I Special_____ 

J Uunli O^talor -lLx.n' -I kcj-rW n,ii 
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BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

first class mail permit no. 627 cover, de 


POSTAGE WILL SE RAID BY ADDRESSEE 

the Accommodation Program 
P.O. Box 8073 
Dover DE19905-991 ’ 
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